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	Belville Parks and Recreation Board 
	Regular Meeting Minutes
	
 			May 10, 2023

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________								
[bookmark: _Hlk126917884]									
Belville Parks & Recreation Board Members Present:

Joe Cranford, Chairman
Vince Matthews, Vice-Chairman
Lynn Gavin, Member
Keesha Starr, Member
 

Belville Parks & Recreation Board Members Absent:

None

Alternates Present:

None

Alternate Absent:

Richard Bourque, Alternate

Staff: 

Athina Williams, Town Manager
Jim Bucher, Director of Parks & Recreation
Ian McLeod, Parks and Recreation
Brenda Hewlett, Secretary

Staff Absent:

None

Item #s - 1 AND 2 - CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chairman Joe Cranford called the May 10, 2023, Belville Parks & Recreation Board Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Item # 3 – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

ACTION – Member Lynn Gavin MADE THE MOTION to approve the agenda. VOTE WAS UNANIMOUS.

Item # 4– APPROVAL OF MINUTES

ACTION – Vice-Chairman Vince Matthews MADE THE MOTION to approve the Belville Parks and Recreation Board Regular Meeting Minutes from April 12, 2023. VOTE WAS UNANIMOUS.













Item # 5 PRESENTATIONS

Eagle Scout Alex Long made his project presentation to the Parks and Recreation Board. Alex would like to put a rose garden with 
two benches and two bird houses in the area near the boat ramp. Alex gave the board a layout of his plan for the placement of the plants and benches. Alex has taken the necessary steps to begin this project and the board approved his idea and plan then recommended that he move forward with his presentation to the Board of Commissioners. The project should be installed in July.

ITEM # 6- UNFINISHED BUSINESS


a. Belville Riverwalk Park Update 
Parks and Recreation Director Jim Bucher reported that the fishing pier has been pressure washed, and we will have an ice machine vendor soon. The benches and tables have been re-stained and boards on the boardwalk. We had one trail to wash out during the rain.

1. UPDATE ON STORM RECOVERY / PARK REPAIR

Nothing to report.

ITEM # 7– NEW BUSINESS
  
a. Upcoming Events 
	
1. Parks and Recreation Director Jim Bucher stated that the Dragonfly Pond has a lily pad, and three milkweed plants were installed, and the plants were donated by Kent Goodman.

2.      Founder’s Day was another successful event. No complaints were received, and several vendors commented on 
                         How great the event was for them. Several things discussed was having a defibrillator installed at the park and
         	         adding more handicapped parking spaces during our events. Town Manager Athina Williams stated that the event 
	         ran smoothly and the weather was great. Chairman Joe Cranford was surprised at the lack of tee shirt and dragonfly 
 	         print sales. Parks and Recreation staff member Ian McLeod related to the group how a third-party vendor works 
	         with merchandise sales. It was also stated that people could be in a financial crunch or there may be a mild 
	         recession. Member Vince Matthews, our MC during the events, asked for a copy of vendors and what they sell.

3.     Chairman Joe Cranford shared with the group about The National Fishing and Boating Week. He signed our Youth 
        Fishing Day with the North Carolina Inland Fishing License Exemption. It makes us legal, and it waives fishing 
        License requirements during the fishing event only. Kim Cranford will handle the paperwork for this event.  There
        will be a fishing boat and two Wildlife Officers will be on-site. There is only one event like this in Brunswick 
        County and the youth participating could win a lifetime Hunting and Fishing License. The North 
        Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission’s website listed us as a participant in their event. Chairman Cranford   
        Stated that The Kitchen Man donated $500, Evolve $500, Brunswick Beer and Cider $40, and Wither’s Ravenel
        Donated $400.00. The owner of the Gator Hole will be on-site to help with the event.

4.   The Kiwanis Spring Celebration will be held on May 16, 2023, at the Magnolia Greens Blossoms Restaurant. The                                  
       Kiwanis Club will honor seven students with college scholarships and recognize Belville Park and Leland Park for
       Partnering with them on the StoryWalk.
 
                5.   Town Manager Athina Williams, stated that we have an applicant for the Parks and Recreation Board and that she 
                      has spoken to her. Her name is Cindy Ruggiero and she is a realtor and could be an asset to the board. 

                

  Chairman Joe Cranford asked the board to send him any budget suggestions and he will compile and send to the  
  Town Manager. He would like to buy a dragonfly costume for our future events. 

Manna was our charity, and the motion was made by member Lynn Gavin to approve the donation of $250.00 to Manna and         $100.00 to North Brunswick High School JROTC program. VOTE WAS UNANIMOUS.

Town Manager Athina Williams thanked the group for the Board of Commissioners who were pleased with how Founder’s Day
went. She would like to have an appreciation dinner for all of the volunteers for the Town of Belville.

The School of Rock Band received many positive comments and was a wonderful addition to our event and the music they provided was pleasing to all. 

Secretary Brenda Hewlett requested that we do another fundraiser at Highway 55 on July 19, 2023. We will advertise save the date on our website.


 b.     Discussion And/or Recommendations to the Board of Commissioners

None

ITEM # 8 - OTHER ITEMS AND REPORTS

a. [bookmark: _Hlk103345630]Chairperson 

None
	


                  b.    Vice Chairman  

		None

	
b. Staff And / Or the Commissioners

None


ITEM # 9 – ADJOURNMENT

ACTION – Chairman Joe Cranford adjourned the meeting at 7:18 pm.


Minutes compiled by Brenda K. Hewlett

SIGNED:


_____________________________________________
Joe Cranford, Chairman

ATTEST:

____________________________________________
Brenda K. Hewlett, Secretary
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